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Summary Information

Repository: Bridgeport History Center, Bridgeport Public Library

Creator: Hunyadi, Stephen J.

Title: Papers of Steven J. Hunyadi Regarding the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Union Local 488

ID: bhc-mss 0105

Date [inclusive]: 1948-1977

Physical
Description:

.3 Linear Feet 

Language of the
Material:

English .

Abstract: Founded in 1913, the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers Local 488 currently covers most of western
Connecticut.  This small collection offers a historical snapshot of
the union thanks to the history written by union member Steven
Hunyadi.

Preferred Citation

Papers of Steven J. Hunyadi Regarding the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers Union Local 488 (BHC-MSS 0105) Bridgeport History Center, Bridgeport Public
Library.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical / Historical

Steven J. Hunyadi was a member of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local
488, having joined in 1925 as a probationary apprentice. He moved up the ranks over the years,
and served as the financial secretary starting in 1942. Local 488 was founded on April 1, 1913.
There was a recognized need by electrical workers in the city that they were in need of support
and the benefits of a union due to the high rate of injury on the job and the low opinions
of workers held by employers. The charter had 19 members, and that quickly expanded.
Unsurprisingly, employers actively worked against the union – especially in its earliest years.
Projects like the Poli and Majestic Theatres helped to fight against that particular problem,
and the Local 488 supported its members well. During the Great Depression, about 50 of the
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75 members were unemployed, and amendments were made regarding dues to ensure that
no one was dropped from the union. In 1969, Local 488 merged with local 525 out of Danbury,
expanding territory. This happened again in 1981 with Local 660 out of Waterbury and Local
208 out of Norwalk in 2009. IBEW 488 now covers most of western Connecticut and is highly
active

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

The collection primary features Hunyadi's history of the Local 488 up to the 1960s, along with
some sample IBEW literature and local anniversary events. 

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Arranged with history placed first, then chronologically.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement
Bridgeport History Center, Bridgeport Public Library

Bridgeport History Center
Bridgeport Public Library
925 Broad Street
Bridgeport, CT 06604
hclibrarian@bridgeportpubliclibrary.org
URL: https://bportlibrary.org/hc/
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Immediate Source of Acquisition
1977.67, gift of Stephen J. Hunyadi

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Electric industry workers--Labor unions
• Labor unions.
• Bridgeport (Conn.)
• International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.  Local 488 (Western Conn.)

Collection Inventory

Series I
Title/Description Instances

History of Local 488 by Hunyadi, c. 1975-1977 BHC-MSS
0105 Box 1

folder 1

Handbills and pamphlets, 1948-1968 BHC-MSS
0105 Box 1

folder 2

40th Anniversary Booklet, 1953 BHC-MSS
0105 Box 1

folder 3

JIB Meeting Minutes, 1966 BHC-MSS
0105 Box 1

folder 4

Correspondence from local 488 to IBEW Journal, 1977 BHC-MSS
0105 Box 1

folder 5
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