
 
BHC-MSS 0272 

Guide to the Photographs and Materials of the A.W. Burritt Companies  
By Lisa Furchtgott 

2026 

 

 
Descriptive Summary: 
Creator: A.W. Burritt Companies 

Title: Photographs and Materials of the A.W. Burritt Companies 

Dates: 1892 – 1969, undated 
Quantity: 1.887 linear feet 
Abstract: Contains documents, primarily photos, from the A.W. Burritt Company, the A.W. Burritt 
Lumber Sales Company, and Burritt Building Materials, all producing lumber and housing materials. 
Real-estate deeds, representing another facet of A.W. Burritt Co., are also included. The companies 
were based in Bridgeport and the adjacent city of Stratford. In addition to land deeds stretching 
back to the late 19th-century and plant photographs taken during the 1940s, this collection 
illustrates the Burritt firms’ advertising strategies, involvement with city and regional business 
organizations and trade associations, and company social events, all operating during the 1950s 
and 1960s. 
Language: English  

Repository: Bridgeport History Center  
 

Administrative Notes: 
 
The A.W. Burritt Company was established in Bridgeport in 1893 by Arthur Winfield Burritt, a 
skilled carpenter and a member of the Burritt family responsible for founding the neighboring town 
of Stratford in the Seventeenth Century. Over its first few decades, the firm consisted of a 
Bridgeport plant containing an extensive lumber mill and featuring showrooms, hardware stores, 
and a Home Builders’ Service Department; and a real-estate wing. By 1936, its lumber element was 
remade as a separate establishment, the “Burritt Lumber Sales Company.” The A.W. Burritt 
Company, its parent, oversaw its assets but had begun selling a wider array of building materials. In 
1943, having profited from providing products used to assemble worker housing during the War, 
the Burritt Company acquired the Standard Lumber & Coal Company, with its plant in Stratford, 
and incorporated it into the Burritt Lumber Sales Company. 
 
The Company then bought the Bridgeport Building Materials company in 1957 and changed its 
name to Burritt Building Materials, Inc.  The Lumber Sales element devoted exclusively to 
wholesaling lumber changed its name to Gambler-Yale Lumber in 1961 and decamped to a separate 
Bridgeport plant. The A.W. Burritt Company continued to serve as a parent company for both 
affiliates. By the end of 1962, its finances were precarious, relying in part on loans granted by its 
own corporations. The following year it shut down, distributing its assets between its stockholders 
and the businesses it had run. The Burritt Building Materials Company kept its name, facilities, and 
employees and continued to operate. It is not evident when the real-estate division was halted. 



 
Arthur Winfield Burritt was born in 1861 in Elmira, New York, where his father owned a hardware 
store, and died in Bridgeport in 1931. In addition to founding the A.W. Burritt Co. and acting as its 
head until 1910, he served as the president of the People’s Bank of Bridgeport. In 1920, 
collaborating with several company executives and economists, including Edwin F. Gay, then the 
Dean of the Harvard Business School, he wrote a volume entitled Profit Sharing: In Principles and 
Practice, arguing for dividing a proportion of profit gains or losses among plant workers as well as 
executives and stockholders. He had two children; his son, Stanley, worked for the Burritt Company 
until retiring as vice-president in 1957.  
 
 
Scope and Content Note: 
 
While it contains a number of photos depicting the aftermath of a fire substantially damaging the 
Bridgeport plant in 1943, along with some detailing the workings of the plant’s yards in 1946, this 
collection focuses primarily on the years following the 1957 acquisition of Burritt Building 
Materials. As a new, independent branch of the A.W. Burritt Company, it intensified production and 
sales meant for house-building, including cement, masonry tools, sand, gravel, lime, pipe, and tile 
goods. The Bridgeport plant came to include a showroom featuring interior and garden models, 
displaying its now often-patented wood projects combined with appliances, tools, and décor made 
elsewhere but sold at the plant and its associated hardware store. Burritt models were also on view 
at bank lobbies.  
 
The photos also highlight the Burritt companies’ focus on advertising, including large logos painted 
on the Bridgeport plant’s walls and baseball-field fences, sales-team meetings, and awards won by 
its marketing staff. Over the 1950s these projects were led by a woman, Leila E. Betts, who served 
as the manager of the advertising department and was in 1957 declared “Advertising Personality of 
the Year” by the trade organization Advertising Club of Connecticut. Harvey Julius Stowe, appointed 
the chief executive of both the A.W. Burritt Company and the recently-acquired Burritt Building 
Materials in 1957, was elected president of Northeastern Retail Lumbermen Association, 
responsible for hosting training sessions and conferences, in 1962. The photos also mark the 
Burritt Companies’ success in winning commendations from Bridgeport’s Chamber of Commerce as 
well as the Brand Names Foundation, Inc., a research organization committed to aid its member 
corporations in using ads signifying their alignment with what it dubbed American economic ethics.   
 
A series of photos shows luncheons celebrating awards given to employees’ long-time service, 
without distinguishing between the various Burritt companies. The collection also contains pictures 
of women employees hosting wedding or baby showers. 
 
Also included are a number of deeds and checks in addition to photographic ephemera related to 
the Burritt companies.  
 
Documents regarding the Burritt firms’ finances between 1882 and 1963 are available in Records of 
the A.W. Burritt Company (BHC-MSS 0086), held at the Bridgeport History Center in the Bridgeport 
Public Library. 
 
Arrangement notes: 
 
The items are contained within envelopes rather than folders. Many of these envelopes include 
original but detached photograph captions, often providing names and further details. 



 
Series I contains photos of displays, installations, ads, journal and newspaper articles mostly 
related to Burritt Building Materials advertising, as well as those documenting the firm’s 
interactions with the Advertising Club of Bridgeport and the city’s Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Series II contains photos of the plants, located in Bridgeport and Stratford. 
 
Series III is made up of materials related to the Northeastern Retail Lumberman Association. 
 
Series IV is comprised of photographs of social occasions hosted by the company, primarily 
retirement dinners and women’s gatherings. 
 
Series V contains an expansive assortment of photos from the company’s long-service award 
ceremonies, held at local hotels.  
 
Series VI holds deeds, titles, checks, and other real-estate documents involving the A.W. Burritt 
Company. 
 
Series VII contains a number of miscellaneous pictures, including a 1958 photo featuring Samuel 
Tedesco, the mayor of Bridgeport from 1957 through 1965, participating in a celebration marking 
the Burritt companies’ involvement in constructing a federal housing project in Bridgeport. 
 
Administrative information:  
Provenance:  Transferred from the University of Bridgeport. ACC#1988.24 
Preferred Citation: 
Records of the A.W. Burritt Companies, Bridgeport History Center, Bridgeport Public Library. 
 
Related collections: Records of the A.W. Burritt Company (BHC-MSS 0086) 
  
Names and Subject Tracings 
 
Corporate names  
A. W. Burritt Company 
 
Personal names 
Burritt, Arthur W. (Arthur Winfield) 
 
Subject tracings  
Construction 
Lumber 
Lumber-yards 
Building materials 
Deeds 
Real estate development 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Box 1 
 
Series I, Advertising  
 

1. Brand Names meetings and awards, Apr. 10, 1956, Jun. 1956 
2. Displays, 1956-1961, 1966, undated 
3. Promotion program for Johns-Manville, Nov. 11, 1957 
4. Building Supply News, Aluminum Specialties issue, Dec. 1960 
5. Publicity pictures, Feb. 9, 1960 
6. Weidwood Vacation Time Contest, Jun. 4, May 1, 1960 
7. Glass Heat Installation, House of Eng, Mar. 25, 1962 
8. Baseball game, Avco-Lycoming field, 1968, undated 
9. Misc., city club meetings, billboards, awards, 1956, 1957, 1962, 1964, 1965 

 
Box 2 
 
Series II, Plant 

 
1. Fire, Feb. 28, 1943, undated, folder 1 
2. Fire, Feb. 28, 1943, undated, folder 2 
3. Yard equipment and workers, Jan. 16, 1946 
4. New Building, Stratford Division, 1957 
5. Safe Robbery, May 23-S24, 1961 
6. Demolition of Building #1, Bridgeport, fall 1964 
 

Series III, Northeastern Retail Lumbermen Association 
 

7. Folder 7 
 

Envelope 1, Class at the 30-day Retail Training Institute, Feb. 6-Mar. 8, 1956 
Envelope 2, M. Ward Wakeman representing student body at closing dinner of 21st 

Retail Lumber Training Institute, Feb. 6-Mar. 8, 1956 
Envelope 3, Retail Lumber Training Institute, Feb.-Mar. 1957 
Envelope 4, George Boose attends 30-Day Institute, Feb.-Mar. 1957 
Envelope 5, Northeastern 65th annual convention, Jan. 26-28, 1959 
Envelope 6, Northeastern convention, Jan. 25-27, 1960 
Envelope 7, Harvey J. Stowe elected as new President of the Northeastern Retail 

Lumberman’s Association, Jan. 2-3, 1965 
 
Series, IV, Social events 
 

8. Burritt’s Victory Party, Feb. 2, 1946 
 
Box 3 
 

1. Retirement parties, Apr. 15, Sept. 28, Nov. 5, 1957, Oct. 1, 1959 
2. Showers, 1956, 1958, 1959  
3. Miss Mabel F. Allen 90th birthday dinner, Dec. 13, 1968 

 
Series V, Annual Service Award Luncheons 



 
4. Jan. 14, 1956 
5. Jan. 12, 1957 

 
Box 4  
 

1. Jan. 11, 1958 
2. Jan. 10, 1959 
3. Jan. 9, 1960 
4. Jan. 14, 1961 
5. Jan. 13, 1962, Jan. 15, 1966, Feb. 16, 1969 

 
Box 5 
 
Series VI, Deeds 
 

1. Folder 1  
 

Envelope 1, 1906-1932 
Envelope 2, 1906-1910 
Envelope 3, 1899-1912 
Envelope 4, 1899-1909 
Envelope 5, 1899-1913 
Envelope 6, 1892-1916 

 
Series VII, Various records 
 

2. Folder 2 
 

Envelope 1, Mr. Robert M. Zorn, Bridgeport Telegram, Jun. 1, 1956 
Envelope 2, Mrs. Dorothy (BLS) chairman of the Bridgeport Housing Authority with 

Mayor Tesdesco, Jan. 1958 
Envelope 3, Close of two-week National Resources Conference, Klein Memorial, May 

12-23, 1958 
Envelope 4, Senator Prescott Bush talking with Terry Devine following his 

graduation from Envelope 5, University of Bridgeport, Jun. 1958 
Envelope 5. University of Bridgeport, Jun. 1958 
Envelope 6, Terry Devine and Family, Jun. 1958 
Envelope 7, Student observation week, Mar. 15-21, 1959 
Envelope 8, Students of Bullard-Havens Technical School at Bridgeport Railroad 

Station, Jan. 26, 1960 
Envelope 9, Shelter constructed over the firing points on the Stratford PAL rifle 

range, Sunday Post, Jul. 1, 1962 
Envelope 10, Damage to window in hardware store, Dec. 31, 1965 
Envelope 11, AWB baseball team, undated 

 

 

 

 


