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Descriptive Summary

Creator: Fleck, Ella

Title: Papers of Ella Fleck
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Abstract: A Bridgeport resident for most of her life, Ella Fleck played a prominent figure in the
city’s philanthropy, support for US military ventures, and social reform. Prominent in the collection
are materials related to the Minute Women organization, active in 1918. Other materials relate to
the concurrent Bridgeport Woman’s Committee of the National Defense, among other groups.
Language: English

Repository: Bridgeport History Center

Administrative History:

Ella Gray Fleck was born in Camden, New Jersey, in March 1875. After marrying H. William Fleck, a
doctor, she moved to Bridgeport in 1894. In 1918, seeking to aid US participation in World War I,
she helped found the Minute Women, a Bridgeport-based organization aiming to raise money,
provide care for wounded soldiers, and ensure that draftees could not flee. Bridgeport women were
encouraged to work in defense factories, assisted by childcare arranged by the group. They were
also urged to can surplus food and knit garments to be sent to soldiers, attend large-scale tag sales,
practice household thrift, grow victory gardens, and purchase war stamps and Liberty Bonds.

Fleck would maintain influence in local political and community organizations over the next five
decades. She established the Fairfield County Republican Women'’s Association in 1918 and
advocated women'’s rights to vote while distancing herself from militant suffragist groups. After the
legislation passed in 1920 she sought to rally women's registration and interest in Republican
causes, assigning one woman to lead each voting district in Bridgeport.

She served on the Bridgeport Board of Apportionment and Taxation and the planning committee
for the Merritt Parkway, as well as donated substantial money and administration duties to
Southbury Training School, a sizable state-funded facility for the cognitively disabled. One of its
buildings held her name. Fleck also helped bring into being the city’s branches of the Red Cross,
Visiting Nurses Association, and Girl Scouts, and supported the Bridgeport Art League. Other
concerns included children’s health and the banning of prayers led by officials in public schools, the
second a measure Fleck aimed to overturn by working in conjunction with Illinois Senator Everitt
Dirksen. In the late 1960s, and equally without success, she pursued the prospect of renovating



older luxury liners, such as Queen Elizabeth and Queen Mary, into floating hospitals for Vietnam
War soldiers.

Ella Fleck died of heart failure in Stratford, Connecticut in February 1972.

Scope and Content Note:

The collection demonstrates the volunteer work performed by wealthy Bridgeport women in
combining private philanthropy with public bodies such as schools and the military, emphasizing
the city’s social divisions, and shaping activism marking the era’s suffrage campaigns along with
women’s social and political commitments.

Most of the materials were generated by the Minute Women, organized in February 1918 by
members of the Woman’s Committee, a volunteer auxiliary of the Bridgeport War Bureau. Minute
Women assigned military ranks, designed uniforms, and carried out a lengthy list of projects in
support of US soldiers, women'’s participation in defense production, and children’s and maternal
health. The group dissolved after the war ended.

Included among the Minute Women documents are minutes recounting and planning fund-raising
events, and the formation and logo of the Motor Squad, a group of Minute Women willing to obtain
and drive cars in order to conduct wounded soldiers to hospitals; rosters; and attendance lists.
Series | is continued in Box 2, which contains Minute Women’s membership cards asking women to
provide names and addresses, sign loyalty pledges, and indicate skills they could offer.

All other material falls under series II, representing other aspects of Ella Fleck’s involvement in
activism and reform. These contain strategies for recruiting women as nurses, accountants, and
factory workers; minutes of the Woman’s Committee meetings along with its involvement with the
Bridgeport War Board and the federal Ordnance Department; civilian job descriptions; instructions
for accompanying nurses’ visits to children’s homes; a resolution calling on Bridgeport merchants
to cut their hours and encourage civilians to be self-sufficient; Fleck’s undated notes; and pamphlets
describing Connecticut Woman’s Committees and published by the Connecticut Division of the
Woman's Councils of State and National Defense. Folder 14 holds a disintegrating article from
Bridgeport’s The Evening Sun, dated January 1918; a more complete version is available on
microfilm.

Arrangements:

Series [ holds is composed of documents directly related to the Minute Women.

Series Il consists of papers related to a broader set of organizations in which Fleck participated.
Series III contains Enlistment Blank Cards, filled out by Minute Women members when they joined.

See scope and content notes for further information.

Administrative information:

Provenance: unknown provenance at this time

Preferred Citation: Papers of Ella Fleck (BHC-MSS 0221), Bridgeport History Center, Bridgeport
Public Library.



Names and Subject Tracings
Personal names
Fleck, Ella Gray

Corporate names
Minute Women (Bridgeport, Conn.)
Fairfield County Republican Women'’s Association (Conn.)

Subject tracings

Women

Republican Party members (United States)
World War, 1914-1918

Box 1
Series |,

1.

O N W

Minute Women

Minute Women monthly reports, 1918, undated

Minute Women correspondence re: use of automobiles, 1918

Minute Women rosters, 1918, undated

Minute Women certificates, 1919

Minute Women Motor Corps placards, undated

Minute Women Motor Squad roster, undated

Minute Women, misc. materials and rosters, 1918, undated

Minute Women, Merchants’ wartime commercial-economies resolution, 1918

Series II, Other materials

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Box 2

Series |

American Women’s Hospitals in Europe, 1918

Bridgeport War Bureau stationery, undated

Child Welfare papers, 1918, undated

Ella Fleck notes, undated

Job descriptions, undated

News-clipping, January 1918

Telegram, Jim [?] to Dr. H. Willard Fleck, May 5, 1931

Woman’s Committee, Bridgeport War Committee minutes, 1918, undated
Woman’s Committee, Bridgeport War Committee correspondence, April-December 1918
Woman'’s Committee, Council of National Defense brochures, undated
Woman's Committee, Council of National Defense registration cards, undated
Woman’s Committee, attendance roll, 1918

[cont’d], Minute Women Enlistment Blank cards, undated



