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Descriptive Summary 
Creator: A. W.  Burritt Company 
Title: Records of the A.W. Burritt Company 
Dates: 1882-1963 
Quantity: 4 manuscript boxes 
Abstract: Established by the carpenter Arthur W. Burritt in 1893, the A.W. Burritt Company and its 
subsidiaries acted in three capacities: as a lumber mill, a shop selling house-building supplies, and a 
real-estate firm buying and selling land. These served as major suppliers of jobs and materials 
involved in constructing and maintaining buildings within the Bridgeport region. The collection, 
consisting of financial documents, land deeds, and promotion of the city’s branch of the House-
Planning Institute, spans the company’s full history. 
Language: English 
Repository: Bridgeport History Center 
 
Biographical History: 
The A.W. Burritt Company was established in Bridgeport in 1893 by Arthur Winfield Burritt, a 
skilled carpenter and a member of the Burritt family responsible for founding the neighboring city 
of Stratford in the sixteenth century. Over its first few decades, the firm operated a plant containing 
an extensive lumber mill, featuring showrooms, hardware stores, and a Home Builders’ Service 
Department; and a real-estate wing. By 1936, its lumber component was remade as a separate 
establishment, the Burritt Lumber Sales Company. The A.W. Burritt Company, its parent, oversaw 
its assets but had begun selling a wider array of building materials. In 1943, having profited from 
providing products used to assemble worker housing during the war, the Burritt Company acquired 
the Standard Lumber & Coal Company, with its plant in Stratford, and incorporated it into the 
Burritt Lumber Sales Company. 
 
The Company then bought the Bridgeport Building Materials company in 1957 and changed its 
name to Burritt Building Materials, Inc., adding another subsidiary. The Lumber Sales element 
devoted exclusively to wholesaling lumber changed its name to Gambler-Yale Lumbar in 1961 and 
decamped to a separate Bridgeport plant. The A.W. Burritt Company continued to serve as a parent 
company for both affiliates. By the end of 1962, its finances were precarious, relying in part on 
loans granted by its own corporations. The following year it shut down, distributing its assets 
between its stockholders and the businesses it had run. The Burritt Building Materials Company 
kept its formerly A.W. Burritt Company facilities and employees and continued to operate. 
 
Arthur Winfield Burritt was born in 1861 in Elmira, New York, where his father owned a hardware 



store, and died in Bridgeport in 1931. In addition to founding the A.W. Burritt Co. and acting as its 
head until 1910, he served as the president of the People’s Bank of Bridgeport. In 1920, 
collaborating with several company executives and economists, including Edwin F. Gay, then the 
dean of the Harvard Business School, he wrote a volume entitled Profit Sharing: In Principles and 
Practice, arguing for dividing a proportion of profit gains or losses among planta workers as well as 
executives and stockholders. He had two children; his son, Stanley, worked for the Burritt Company 
until retiring as vice-president in 1957. 
 
Scope and Content note: 
A large majority of the Burritt Company records constitute directors’ and stockholder minutes, 
while a sizable collection of deeds underscores Burritt’s heavy involvement in the real-estate 
division. Included is paperwork marking properties he purchased from P.T. Barnum over the 1880s 
and 1890s. These illustrate Barnum’s support for the growth of Bridgeport industry in the 19th 
century, perhaps an unexpected resource in aiding the city to transform into a large-scale 
manufacturing hub lasting through much of the twentieth century. 
 
Arrangement Note: 
The collection was lightly processed in the 1990s; its documents seem to have remained in the 
chronology in which they were donated. 
 
Series 1, executive and stockholder minutes, contains minutes for meetings held by the directors of 
A.W. Burritt as well as those for stockholders. The respective minutes for both appear to have been 
housed in the same binders at certain points. At other times, they have been separated. 
 
Series 2 contains operating information, providing a snapshot of expenses affecting Burritt 
companies over the 1930s and 1940s. The third series consists of records logging property sales 
beginning in 1882, eleven years before the company was founded. P.T. Barnum and then his estate 
following his death in 1891 appear several times as sellers within the first part of the 1882-1899 
folder, demonstrating that Barnum provided Burritt with a large portion of the land he owned 
around the time of the Company’s start. 
 
Series 4 consists of a booklet of photographs taken during and after a 1943 fire on the company’s 
lumber-yard property, as well as materials from the Bridgeport branch of the national Home 
Planners’ Institute, run by the Bridgeport City of Commerce over 1946. This Institute was 
sponsored in part by Lumberman’s Associations, trade organizations to which the Burritt 
companies belonged. These materials comprise a “Publicity” binder containing letters, pamphlets, 
advertisements, flyers, and newspaper articles, and a guide explaining how the Institute’s program 
had been carried out in Portland, Oregon starting in 1944.  
 
Administrative information: 
Provenance: Gift of the estate of Arthur Clifford. (Accession # 1983.08) Clifford served as a 
president of the A.W. Burritt Company. 
 
Related collections: Photographs and Materials of the A.W. Burritt Companies (BHC-MSS 0272) 
 
Preferred Citation: 
Records of the A.W. Burritt Company (BHC-MSS 0086) Bridgeport History Center, Bridgeport Public 
Library. 
  
Names and Subject Tracings 



Personal names 
Burritt, Arthur W. (Arthur Winfield) 
 
Corporate names 
A.W. Burritt Company 
 
Subject tracings 
Bridgeport, Conn. 
Construction 
Deeds 
Lumber-yards 
Real estate development 
 
Detailed box and folder listing  
 

Series 1, Executive and stockholder minutes 

Box 1 

1. Articles of association and by laws, 1893 

2. Directors and stock holder meetings, 1893-1911 

3. Directors and stock holder meetings, 1912-1934  

Box 2 

1. Directors and stock holder meetings, 1954-1963 

2. Executive committee meetings, 1936-1943 

3. Directors and stock holder meetings, 1945-1963 

4. Directors and stock holder meetings, 1945-1963 

5. Directors and stock holder meetings, 1945-1963 

6. Directors and stock holder meetings, 1945-1963 

Box 3 

1. Stock records, 1922-1963 

2. Stock records, 1922-1963 

3. Stock records, 1922-1963 

4. Stock records, 1954-1961 

Series 2, Operating information 

5. Operating statements, 1934-1947 

6. Earnings and expense statements, 1936-1943 

7. Salary record, 1930 

Series 3, Deeds 

8. Deeds, 1882-1899 

9. Deeds, 1893-1915 



Box 4 

1. Deeds, 1900-1910 

2. Deeds, 1911-1919 

3. Deeds, 1920-1929 

4. Deeds, 1930-1936 

5. Deeds, 1943-1947 

Series 4, Additional material 

6. Home Planners’ Institute, 1944 

7. Home Planners’ Institute, 1945 

8. Article regarding the Burritt Company Fire, 1943 

 


