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Descriptive Summary

Creator: Helen Liskov

Title: Papers of Helen Liskov
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Quantity: 3 boxes, 4 slide boxes, 1 video-tape box; 5 linear feet

Abstract: Helen Werner Liskov and her husband Samuel Liskov were ardent participants in
Bridgeport politics, cooperative housing and city redevelopment, art collection and donation, and
philanthropy over the second half of the twentieth century. The bulk of the collection, consisting
primarily of art exhibition and donation documents, co-op administration items, news-clippings,
minutes, and newsletters, dates from the 1950s through the 1980s.

Language: English

Repository: Bridgeport History Center
Administrative History:

Helen Liskov was born in 1912 in Mount Vernon, New York, to Jewish parents who had immigrated
from Russia. The family moved to Bridgeport early in her life. After graduating high school in 1927,
she was hired as an office assistant for the inaugural year of the Junior College of Connecticut - in
1947 renamed the University of Bridgeport - and paid in tuition allowing her to earn a two-year
degree in 1929. She then moved onto a full bachelor’s degree at New York University’s School of
Education before returning to teach and counsel at Bridgeport and Stratford public schools. She
died in 2016.

Samuel Liskov was born in 1908 in Easton, a rural suburb outside of Bridgeport, and moved to the
city when he was three years old. Like Helen, he was the child of Russian Jewish immigrants. After
arriving in Bridgeport, his father first worked as a peddler, selling used market goods and scrap
metal, and eventually ran a cattle-farm in Easton. Samuel completed high school in 1926 and served
as a clerk in the furniture section of Read’s downtown department store before opening an
electronics and radio shop with his brothers in 1928. He graduated from the two-year Junior
College of Connecticut in 1930, earned a law degree from NYU in 1937, and began practicing as a
solo attorney in downtown Bridgeport. That same year, he and Helen married. They would have
three children. Samuel served as a Democratic member for Bridgeport in the Connecticut House of
Representatives from 1967 through 1977. He died in in 2001.

Scope and Content Note:



The collection contains little material about the Liskovs’ professional lives. It does include a small
set of documents concerning Samuel’s successful 1974 run for state representation, his
appointment to the Connecticut Commission on the Arts in 1977, and his role on a panel overseeing
the Bridgeport component of a National Endowment of the Arts project called Art-in-Architecture,
beginning in 1978. Other folders cover mayoral campaigns, such as that of Charles Tisdale in 1983.
News-clippings follow a city investigation into racial discrimination within the Bridgeport fire
department. The collection also contains papers produced by the Bridgeport Redevelopment
Agency, a group founded in 1958 with members chosen by public officials and responsible for
proposing new uses for parts of the city fallen into disrepair. By the late 1990s, it often worked in
conjunction with the newer Housing Site Development agency.

During the late 1950s, Samuel served on the Board of Directors of the nonprofit Bridgeport Inter-
Council Group, with interests in combating Bridgeport discrimination in labor, education, and
housing as well as improving “human relations” in institutions such as police departments and
public schools. Martin Luther King, Jr., materials include an announcement of a speech he would
deliver to the University of Bridgeport in 1961 as well as invitations to local demonstrations and
homages to his life written through 1984. The Liskovs lived for many decades in Charcoal Pond
Association, a cooperative-housing arrangement in Bridgeport founded after its land had been
purchased from the company responsible for the city’s water management, Bridgeport Hydraulics,
in 1936. A range of documents illustrate how the Association was established and run, some dating
from Samuel’s time as president of the Association during 1949 and 1950.

The collection shows the Liskovs’ interest in art exhibitions and purchases along with their
commitment to loan and donate works they owned. As Bridgeport Public Library board trustees,
they approved the mural surrounding the reading room of the main branch of the Bridgeport Public
Library, painted by the Bridgeport-born Bud Riley from 1977 through 1982 and supported by state
grants. Newspaper profiles provide his biography and transcripts of interviews outline his
understanding of the city’s history and its influence on his library mural. In 1987, the Liskovs
established the library’s long-term Helen and Samuel Liskov Humanities Fund, used to purchase
books.

Arrangement notes:
Within each series, folders tend to be arranged chronologically,

Series I contains exhibition announcements, gallery sales and receipts for purchased art, postcards,
artists’ resumes and statements, and media profiles.

Series Il holds materials on Bud Riley’s mural for the Bridgeport Public Library was well as his
mural for St. Vincent Hospital, completed just before his death in 1984. A rough preliminary sketch
of a portion of the library mural depicts Samuel Liskov next to the former Mayor Jasper McLevy.
Slides provide images of the library’s public celebration of mural’s conclusion in 1982.

Series III contains documents related to the Charcoal Bond co-op housing, including documents
marking the land’s purchase from the city in 1936, bills, legal papers, mortgage appraisals, and
maps, applications to join the members’ association, and invitations to social gatherings.



Series IV features the Liskovs’ donation to the library of the undated “Beacon in Storm Scene, Oct. 5,
1853,” painted by the German-born artist Jurgen Frederick Huge, conducted over the early 1980s.
Other documents refer to art loans made to the Discovery Museum. They include correspondence,
estimations for the cost of restorations, and tax forms. A note and pamphlet thank Samuel for
helping fund a 1972 higher-education scholarship for students living in the public-housing site
Beardsley Terrace.

Series V is made up by four subseries. The first focuses on the Bridgeport Inter-Group Council,
including invitations to lunches, annual meetings, lecture announcements, financial statements,
meeting minutes, budgets, and rosters, and studies of housing segregation in Bridgeport, based on
interviews and surveys. Documents related to Martin Luther King, Jr., include a signed copy of his
1961 Frank Jacoby Lecture program at the University of Bridgeport. Bridgeport Redevelopment and
Housing agencies papers hold correspondence, minutes, presentations, maps, and news-clippings.
The series’ third and final folders hold a small number of papers concerning Samuel’s 1974
campaign for the state House of Representatives, his appointments to national and Bridgeport-
based arts commissions, documents related to Bridgeport mayoral races, and miscellany.

Series VI contains University of Bridgeport papers, such as awards banquets, soccer guides, the
undated program of the “Liskov Collection” exhibition, held at the university’s William Carlson
gallery, and news-clippings about the administration practiced by its owner during the 1990s, the
Professors World Peace Academy, a subset of the Korean Unification Church.

Series VII contains documents from the Bridgeport Photography Club, dating primarily from 1964
to 1967. These consist of workshop flyers, news-clippings, rosters, newsletters, coupons, ads,
stationary, expense lists, and raffle materials.

Series VIII holds an eclectic group of photos, correspondence, cartoons, and other items.
Series IX contain photos primarily dating from 1937 to 1986.

Administrative information:

Provenance: Estate of Helen Liskov

Preferred Citation: Papers of Helen Liskov, BHC-MSS 0244, Bridgeport History Center, Bridgeport
Public Library.

Names and Subject Tracings
Personal names

Liskov, Helen,1912-2016
Liskov, Samuel, 1908-2001

Subject tracings

Civic action

College art museums
Community organization
Education, Secondary
Teachers

Teacher colleges



Box 1
Series I, Arts exhibitions and events

1. Bas Relief Publishing Building, State Street, Bridgeport, newspaper clippings,
booklet, 1966

2. Exhibition materials, 1967, 1977, 1979, 1980, 1988, 1990-1992, 1994, 1995,
undated

3. Museum of Art, Science, and Industry newspaper clippings, invitations, price
listings, exhibition guides, 1967, 1976, 1977, 1982, 1984, 1988, 1989, undated

4. Bridgeport Arts Council, Inc., letter from Lois H. Lesser to Samuel Liskov, Nov. 6,
1980

5. Arton the Town, A Bridgeport Celebration guide, April-May 1983

6. Discovery Museum promotion video, Jason Robards, undated, video tape box 9,
folder 23

Series II, Bud Riley

7. Exhibition mailings and guides, 1967, 1983, 1985, undated

8. News-clippings, 1976 - 1984, 1991, undated

9. Correspondence, 1978, 1982, 1985

10. History of Bridgeport mural dedications and awards, 1982, 1989

11. Riley Dedication Committee, 1984, 1986, 1988, undated

12. St. Vincent Medical Center Mural, 1984, 1991, undated

13. Drawing, detail of Sam Liskov, newspaper-boy, and Mayor Jasper McLevy, undated
14. Oral history transcript, “The History of Bridgeport From 1836 - 1936,” undated
15. Oral history transcript, “Bud Riley Mural Project,” undated

16. Misc., 1978, undated

17. MASI exhibition slides, May 1980, slide box 9, carrier 16-17

18. Bud Riley Night slides, c. 1982, slide box 9, carriers 17-19

Series III, Charcoal Pond Association

19. Charcoal Pond Association by-laws, 1947, undated

20. Charcoal Pond Association membership documents, 1948, 1949, 1951,
undated

21. Charcoal Pond Association correspondence, 1947-1949, 1951, 1952, 1956,
1957, undated

22. Charcoal Pond Association land records, 1937, 1944, 1947, 1948, 1950, 1956
undated

23. Charcoal Pond Association, misc., 1949, 1953, 1958, 1962, 1968, undated

Series IV, Philanthropy

24. Beardsley Terrace scholarship, 1972

25. Bridgeport Public Library donation materials, “Bridgeport Beacon
Lighthouse,” 1981-1983, 1986, undated

26. Discovery Museum art loans, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1995, undated



Box 2

27.
28.
29.

Bridgeport Public Library correspondence, 1986, 1987
Friends of the Barnum Museum, funding gift request, 1991
Spring Poetry Workshop pamphlet, 1995

Series V, Political and civic involvement

Subseries 1, Bridgeport Inter-Group Council
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Bridgeport Inter-Group Council materials, 1957

Bridgeport Inter-Group Council materials, 1958

Bridgeport Inter-Group Council, [?], 1959-1960, undated

Bridgeport Inter-Group Council, “Rent Gouging of Puerto Rico-American Families in
Bridgeport - Fact or Fiction,” 1958

Bridgeport Inter-Group Council, “Residential Housing Pattern of Minority Groups in
Bridgeport - Integration or Segregation,” undated

Subseries 2, Martin Luther King, Jr.

6.
7.
8.

Martin Luther King, Jr., lecture program, 1961

Martin Luther King, Jr., news-clippings, 1961, 1968, 1982 1988, 1994, undated
Martin Luther King, Jr., rally and tributes, 1964, 1968-1970, 1976, 1982, 1984,
undated

Subseries 3, Bridgeport Redevelopment Agency and Housing Site Development Agency

9.

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

Bridgeport Redevelopment Agency and Housing Site Development Agency agenda,
minutes, plans, correspondence, 1998-1999

Bridgeport Redevelopment Agency and Housing Site Development Agency agendas,
minutes, 2000

Bridgeport Redevelopment Agency and Housing Site Development agenda, minutes,
presentation, misc., 2001, undated

Amendment to West End Municipal Plan, 1999

Lower East End Municipal Development Plan, City of Bridgeport Office of Planning
and Economic Development, 2001

Misc., news-clipping, correspondence, 1984, 1989, 1992, undated

Subseries 4, Additional material

Box 3

15.

16.

17.

1.

Jewish Community Center of Bridgeport, Community Forum Series, 1965-1966,
1968

Connecticut House of Representatives election news-clippings and flyers, birthday
resolution, 1968, c. 1974, 1975, undated

Connecticut Commission on the Arts correspondence, news-clippings, newsletter,
resume, 1976-1979, undated

Connecticut Commission on the Arts minutes, 1984
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National Endowment for the Arts, Art-In-Architecture Project, Bridgeport, materials,
1978, 1980, 1981, undated

Bridgeport Fire Department racial discrimination news-clippings, August 1978,
undated

Bridgeport mayoral races news-clippings, flyers, correspondence, 1983, 1989
Jewish Society of Greater Bridgeport, Inc. newsletter, 1995

Campaign stickers and buttons, undated

Misc. cards, 1971, undated

Series VI, University of Bridgeport

8.

9.

10.

Exhibits, events and awards, 1965, 1970, 1975, 1978, 1981, 1984, 1986, 1988, 1989,
1990, 1993, undated

News-clippings, 1966, 1979, 1995

William Carlson Gallery appraisal, undated

Series VII, Bridgeport Photography Club

11.
12.
13.

Folder 1, bulk 1964-1967, 1983-1984
Folder 2, f
Raffle materials, 1965, undated

Series VIII, Ephemera

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21

Frederick Peschell materials, 1886, 1888, 1896, 1898, 1899, 1900, 1904, 1917,
1919, 1947, 1949, undated

D.M. Read Company bill, June 1898

Letter to Margaret Elley, copies, from M. Lavinia Warren, undated

Will of Anna Norman and letter, Thomas C. Coughlin to David R. Norman, Esq., 1903
Jasper McLevy materials, 1937, 1962, undated

William Steinke cartoons and photo, 192[?7], 1958, undated;

Partial document, Fayerweather Island Lighthouse, Joseph [?], Notary Public, copy,
undated

“Rediscover It!” Bridgeport buttons, undated

Series IX, Photos

22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.

Snow storm, 1937

John F. Kennedy address at Bridgeport Municipal Airport, October 1962
“Bpt. Bldg[?], Liskov donation,” March 1979

Bud Riley, Bridgeport Public Library mural, May 1980, undated
University of Bridgeport Alumni Award, Oct. 1984

80th Birthday, M.J.H., Algonquin Club, Bridgeport, May 1986

United Jewish Council to Anna Curley, undated



