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Unlike the American entry into World War II, which began with a single traumatic event at Pearl 

Harbor, US participation in World War I more resembled a slow-motion train wreck. 

  

By 1916, Bridgeport newspapers clearly favored the Allied over the Central Powers. Allied 

propaganda, combined with German atrocities on the high seas no doubt caused this. The 

editorial cartoon below appeared in the Bridgeport Telegram on May 7, 1915, in response to 

German threats to the RMS Lusitania. Ironically, this was the same day the liner was sunk by a 

German submarine off the coast of Ireland. 

 
 

The death of Bridgeport automobile manufacturer Isaac Trumbull and others from the area 

aboard the Lusitania no doubt contributed to anti-German feeling. Mrs. Roland Anderson, her 

daughter Barbra, and James H. Brooks of Bridgeport were saved from the Lusitania. Isaac  

Trumbull at right, below, perished on the doomed liner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bridgeport factories expanded at a phenomenal rate to supply the Allied powers with 

ammunition, as seen in this January 22, 1916 view of the Remington Arms and Ammunition 

Company.  

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

     

The sudden influx of jobs caused a population surge in the Park City. This March 9, 1916 

editorial cartoon from the Bridgeport Telegram shows a farm girl coming to Bridgeport and 

finding a home and employment, thanks to the Bridgeport Young Women’s Christian 

Association. The YWCA was a leading advocate for the large amounts of unmarried women 

moving into the Park City. 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

     

 

 



Even as new housing was built as quickly as possible to accommodate the new workers, rents 

were high, as illustrated by these May 21 and June 11, 1916 editorial cartoons.   

    

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

By early 1917 it appeared the question was when, not if, America would enter the Great War. As 

early as February, Bridgeport was preparing for war. Militiamen guarding the railroad tracks 

pose in for the Bridgeport Herald February 25, 1917 edition. 

 

 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

 
 

 



This ad for the Bridgeport Red Cross was one of many which appeared in February 1917. 

 

 
  



War appeared certain by March, when President Wilson issued an ultimatum to Germany to 

cease unrestricted submarine warfare. The below illustration from March 18, 1917, illustrates the 

fear residents felt as tensions mounted: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Like many cities in Connecticut, Bridgeport formed a “Home Guard”, or local militia, to guard 

sensitive locations from feared German sabotage. As the March 25, 1917 editorial cartoon 

demonstrates below, not all Bridgeport residents were eager to enlist. 

 

 
 

Less than a month later, the long wait ended, and the United States entered World War I 

 

 



 

The Bridgeport Home Guard immediately mobilized, with public drills at Seaside Park to ease 

the fears of an anxious population.          

 

 
 

After being at war since 1914, one of the most critical things needed by the Allied powers in 

Europe was food. Americans were encouraged to sustain themselves with “Liberty Gardens” so a 

greater portion of our food could be shipped overseas. Public parks were utilized to allow 

tenement dwellers to plant Liberty Gardens, and even some of Bridgeport’s most beautifully 

landscaped yards were repurposed to grow vegetables. 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

            

 

 



By the time the ad appeared on May 14, 1917 for this patriotic show at Main Street’s Poli 

Theater, Bridgeport’s World War I experience has only just begun. 

 

 

 

 

 


