INTRQDUCTION

This project is a study of the changes in Bridgeport
neighborhoods from the viewpoint of selected Black residents
during the historical periods of World wWar I, the Depression,
World War II, and the 1360's.

By means of interviews, we have investigated the social
and economic effects of each period on Black Bridgeporters. All
persons interviewed have resided in Bridgeport during at least
three of the targeted pericds. We attempted to explore how
their families, friends, and neighbors were affected during
those turbulent times. We discovered the changes that occurred
on their jobs, in their neighborhoods and in the city as a whole.

This kit contains a transcript and a tape recording of the
intervieé along with suggested activities that are best suited

for grades 5-8 and adaptable for high school students.
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Fogter-Bey: Okay, Mrs, Jennings, you were born here In Bridgepart, correct?

Jennings: Yes, I was born in Bridgeport, and lived here all of my iife,
DF~81 What part of Bridgeport were you born 1in?

Mi: I lived on the east slde, on Beardsley Sireet, A% that time,

| Beardsley Street was a wonderful street, The people owned their
homes, We were very good friends, and people took very good care
of their nhomes. The front yard was always neat. I went to Kew-
field School as a child, which was as far as the fourth grade,
I think, Then I went to Linceln School, whiech, you know, was
turned down, It was a very nice school. I was treated very well
in that school, Many of my frilends 4id not go on to high school,
It was during the war when I graduated -- or just before World
Yar One, when I graduated from Linceln School, and I went to
Central High School in 1916, Central High School was a brand
new school then, so I had the privilege of being [in] one of the
first classes in that school,

1 started cut taking a college course, but then my mother

did not want me to go away; I was an only child. She didn"t want
me to go away to college, so I changed to the normal school, or
normal course, Now at that time there was a two-year normal
school in Bridgeport., 1 graduated; and as 1 sald before, not
many blacks went to high school, I guess when I went in 1816,
there were just about four or five blacks., It was the beginning
of the War, and there were a lot of jobs, because Bridgeport was
a factory town; munitions. HMany of my dear friends just didn't
go to school, When I greduated, my high school yzars were unevent-

ful as far as prejudice 15 concerned.

I had wonderful parents. My father came from North Carolina;
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my mother came from Virginia. They taught me 1o have pride
in myself, s0 I dever felt inferior +to anyone.

¥Was the neighborhood that you grew up In an Integrated
neighborhood?

There were whites and blacks living there, and we were
friendly. But as I look bhack, you know, I wonder why there
were just so few blacks in high school. I was always one
Llack in my class, I don't remember very much prejudlce
of people; the teachers liked me, and I gﬁt along very well., Of
course, at this time there were no black policemen. There were
two black postmen, and no black firemen, so I didn’t have any
images to go by except my parents.

My father was not an educated man bui he read the Tlmes every
Sunday, and he called hlmself sort of a politician, and he was
a Republican. [laughs] He took an active part in the community,
He worked in the Locomobile Company of America, Now that was a
automoblle which was built in Bridgeport, It was tuillt down at
the end of Balnes Street, near Seaside Park., He was a foreman
there, of people who took care of the factory., When the ¥ar
started, he had a lit{le restaurant there, right on the boardwslk
on Long Island Sound there. The people from the factory came
in to¢ have lunch: thirty-five gent lunch., Then he had another
room for the officers of the faciory, as they came in., People
in the factory worked in our lunch room, and then people from
the c¢ity worked in our lunch room, so that was providing work.

I was in high school, so I would go down there every day for

my lunch. When the War started, they were making trucks for

the Army., 1 ha& & pass, and I'd walk down and go in the factory
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and have my lunch. That was guite an experience,

86 as I sald before, I graduated from high school and I
went 10 normal schocl., I was a very protecied child, not having
any hbrothers or sisters. So when it came time for me to go to
neymal school, and I said  to the black children, who hadn't
gone to school -- Some of my father's friends -- My father had
a very dear friend who was sort of the leader of the city at’
that time: he worked in a2 bank, and he was sort of a messen~
ger, He called my father, and he sald, "Norwood, do not let
Marian go te nermal school, because they're not golng to let
her in."™ My mother was a wonderful woman, and there was no one
going to stop me from going to nermal school., 8o, very reluctant-
ly, I went down, I went to normal school, and no one kept me out,

But the first menth, I was failed two or three subjects, 8o
I went to the dean, andshe was out talking to my parents about
it. I said, "I'm golng to leave."” She sald, "Marian, don't
ever come to me again, You're not golng to leave., Go and take
the exans and make-up exams, and pass them and go on.,” ¥Which
I did,

Then I had trouble, We had critics, We were practlce-teaching,
and wnen 1t came time for me to have a critic, no one of the
teachers wanted to be a critic., But my father was working with
the father of one of the critics, and he said to my father,
"Norwood, do you have a daughter who's in normal school?” And
he said, "Yes," He sald, "My daughter is a criiic and neo one
wants to take her, but I told my daughter she had to take her.”

And she was wonderful to me, So then I didn't have any ncre

tronble in normal school,
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So you were the only black student there.

I was the only black student there. BPBefore, there had bsen --
I have another friend who has passed away; she was the fivst
tlack studeni to go to normal school,

Do you remember her name?

Her name is Mercer Wniting Hamljton, She was a very smart
girl: she became a teacher. She had a little trouble getting
her job, but she had a very dear friend, or the N.A.A.C.P.
[National Association for the Advancement of Colored People]
helped her. She taught for a very, very short time; then she
married and had a family, 30 she didn't teach long, but she,
Hercer Whiting Hamilton, was the first black teacher in Bridge-
port.

So I graduated from normal school, Just before T graduated from
normal school one of the teachers, who was just tersitle —— I would sit
down on the bug with her and she'd be facing me, and she wouldn't
speak %o me -- and then I'd have io go in her class. She was
cre of the teachers who falled me, 30 she sald to me one day,
"Miss Williams, will you came into my office?' I went to the
office, and she sald to me, "Now, you're going to be appointed.”
And T had always been very polite and kind to them, and I said,
"Thank you, Mrs., Kelgey,” and I walked cut, saying to myself,
"I'll never speak to you again." [both chuckle] Then September
cane, and it was time for me to be appointed., Everyone -- my
father's friends were irying 1o help me, you know, they'd
say, "Marlan has to get a job."” So I was appointed, with the

help of my father who had political friends. They had a meeting

at the bank on Stratford Avenue, the Board of Education meeting,
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and my mother made ny father go over there at twelvs o’clock
at night, to see how the meeting -~ you know, whai had happened.
And sure enough, I was appointed,

And vwhere was your first school?

My first school was Hallen Schoel, When I was in normal
school, we had a Fuys{ical] Ed[ucation] teacher who would tell
us about this school. He said that there was a school up in
the north end, and it's a portable school, and they don't have
any plumbing. We langhed. Well, T was the last one appolinted,
because in my class there were sixty puplls, and there were thirty to be
appointed, and my rating warranted me to he among the thirty.

So when I went up to this Hallen School, and saw these
twe portable buildings and this ¢utdoor plumbing, I almost fainted!
But I taught in that school for forty-three years, and the puplls
were all ethnic groups, like Italian, Hungarlan, Thére were
no blacks, And I taught in that school for forty-three years,

Did you have any problems with the parents?

Never had a problem with a parent, as far as my color; never
with the primcipal. It was finey I got along very well., A few
wesks ago, they gave a party and they had five of the older
teachers and I was one of them., They have a Catholle church
called Our Lady of Good Counsel, It's off of Reservoir Avenue,
When we first went there, they had no church, n¢ buses., Just
these people, and these were foreign people. The teacher could
do no wrong., If you taught their children, they were so¢ proud
of having educatlon, the teachsr could do no wrong. I have so

many, many friends, These children, I see them, they're old

people now, They remember me because of my color, bui I don'’t
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remember them, But they're so gl#d to see me, you know.
Every time I see them, I say, "Well I must have done something
wrong, because they don't have to speak +to me.,” But I never
had any troutie at all.

I was just sayings they had this party, and I was supposed
to meet a girl outside of lady of Good Counsel. But I thought
she had gone in; and when I went in, there were about a hundred
and fifty people in there and they stood up. They all started
toward me, and they were old men: sixty-five ycars old, 4nd
these were my students,

The neighborhood was a beautiful neighborhood, and they btullt
this project, and that spoiled the neighborhood, Then, I've
had some very nlce black children who came o our school, afterw
wards, 3But at first, for probably the first ten years, there
were no blacks in thls school.

Just to go back a little bity; what church dld you attend
when you were a ¢hiid?

I went to Walters Memorial Church. That's on Broad Street,
I've gone to that church all my life, I went ito Sunday school,
and I've taught in Sunday school. I played the piano for Sunday
school,

Were there any cother social groups that came from the church,
that helped the black families in Bridgeport at that time?

Well, you know, we were llke a family on the street, ¥We
all lived in rather nice houses, you know, I den’t remember.
And then our church was a family., But you know, you must remem-

ber, this is 1918 and '20, and before the Yar there were about

three thousand %ﬁacks in Bridgeport., But then, wnen the War
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gstarted, peoples came from all over, from the south. They had
plenty of work. So we dldn't know anythlng about pecple who
didn't have,

ﬁhan did your parents come to Bridgeport?

¥y father came in 1898, My father was, as I sald many times,
a very energetic man, He worked ~- There was a boat, the Nutmeg
State, [that] used to come up from New York to Bridgeport.
They'd bring passengers in the morning and the evening, It
was a black man by the name of Mr, Jcohn Stevens who was probably
the most ocutstanding black man of the community at that time,
[He] 1ived on Stratford Avenue; had iwo sons, They were both in
the post offlce; they worked in the post office. They were the
first black people who had the very, very good jous, They worked
in the post offlce, and Mr. Stevens, the father, was the steward,
the head of this boat in the food and the hilring of pecple, He
was a very outstanding man. My father worked on that boat when
he first came, in 1868, and my father and mother were living in
New Jersey,

5S¢ my mother was on the trolley car one day in New York,
and she saw where the Nutmeg State had burned, My father was
cne of the people who helped save the people on the boat. And
he couldn't swim., He could have been very rich, because the
insurance company wanted him to go on thelr side, bui he didn™t.
He was a very honest mar., So after the boat turned -~ now, my

father would tell me about that, all my life., My father really

Insplred me in many weys, Decause he was always telllng me about

the burning of the Nutmeg State,
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We had a big red encyclopedia, and he would read that and
tell me about the presidents of the Unlted States, I had a
very unusual father,

30 we gave affalrs in our church, On this street where we
lived, there were deacons from the Baptist chuzrch, and I just
adored them. BSometimes they took me to the Baptist church,
which had more people., It was a larger church. But I there
were psople in nsed -~ My mother always helped people whe were
in need, but there wasn't any big thing about it, 5She did 1t quietly.

A very blg influence 1n Bridgeport was the Y.W.(.A.
[Young Women's Christian Association]. We had a wonderful Y.W.C.A.
here. It was called the Phyllis Wheatley Y.W.C.A., and it
was on Beach Street., That was the gatherling place for people,
for children. In the Y.W.(C.A., black people -- women ~- learned
how to be president sat meetings; they learned a great deal. I,
in high school, was a leader, I taught the children crafis; we
went there in the afternoon., That was about the only rlace that
we had to go, of our own.

This was stirictly for black young people?

Well, it was a branch of the Y.W.C.A. We had a black branch
and a white branch, and we took part in each of them, but blacks
went to the Phyllls Wneatley. And then we were on the board: they
had a board of directors, and thers were black women on that hoard
of directora, Then the executive director from the Y.W.C.A. always
came over, and we took part In thils very nice thing, But finally,
we had a director in the Y.W.C.A., when they mald, "Well, you

can't have a separate Y,W.(C.A.” They were going to build thls new

Y.W.Q.A., which is on Golden H1ll., So, very reluctantly -- and it
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upset the people, it broke the people up in Bridgeport, when
they had to give up the Y.W.C,A., Because 1t was ours: we had
cur dances there, and the children had thelir partles there.
When the new Y.W.C.A, was bullt and they did away with

Phyllis Wheatley, the black people wouldn't go. Very few black
reople would participete., 1 continued, and Mrs. Gardiner, and
a few other people. V¥We were on that board; we became members
of that board, But it was sort of a fiasco, They just did not
like the idea of going together. So 1t was Jjust until recently
that black women became interested in the Y.W.C.A. 1n Bridgeport,
and thsy're on the board. I always liked the *7,” and T was
very sorry when the feellng became so sirong, but that's the
way -- It was the times coming, you kuow, |

When did you and your husband --7

Well, I'll fell you: I taught in Bridgeport -- When I graduated
from normal school, I didn't have a degree, s¢ the teachers had
t0 go and take courses, you know, to get a degreee, So I always
went when I was teaching; I was always taking courses,

Where did you go for those?

Well, I went <o New York University, at Columbia, Then we
had New Haven Teachers' College, and I went up there, We used
+0o have our mestings at Yale, at ~- bhut then that became Southerrn.
So I didn't get married until I was thirty-elght years old, and
I was going to Columbla. I met my husband at Columbia, He was
working in New York; he was a chemist., He's retired now. He
worked in New York, s¢ that's when I met him,

Do you remember any of the dating practlces when you were a

teenager?
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Well, no, because T wasn't allowed to date. [laughs]

My father was very strict. Dating. Well, of course, if I wanted
o go t¢ a dance, very seldom did I go with a boy., My father
would take me and then come and get me, I was very sheltered.

I think I must have been crazy, when I look at these teenagers
now, But I had boyfriends, 32But I was very sheltered, and the
boys that I went ount with, my mother sort of checked out, Dut
my friends went to parties. We Jjust went to a dancs, and our
parenis were there, My parents were there, T didn't have many
dates, per se. I went to church things.

When I got older, I went to dances, But we didn't have any
cars, remember, ¥We had to go on the trolley car or the bus., And
we had housse partles,

How extensive was the frolley car system?

Very, When I was a child, we had a trolley car that went up
1o -~ They had a pleasure place called Savin  Rock. We'd go
up t¢ Savin BRock on a irolley car; we went to picenics on
troileys, Uur whole life was frolleys. My parents did not
have a car. I hed a car in 1929, after I had taught a few years.
I had a car of my own; I bought a car, but my parents never had
a car, Then we had jitneys. These were like buses. And private
cars. After the trolley car went out of existence,

Now, World War COne started when you were In high school.

You mentioned that when the War started, more black familiss
came intoe the city. How did this change your family? How Ald
the War change your family?

Well, the War didn't, because my Ffather had this restaurant,

and we had these people working for us. My mother went to work
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down there at the restaurant and helped in there, Refore that,
my mother -- First of all, it was a lovely place, Main Street:
every time I go down Main Street, I Jusi almosi die,

D, M, Bezd's was on the corner of Main and Fairfield,
and they had a footmarn, The cars c¢ame up and he had a purple
uniferm, and he'd open the car doors and let the people out,
This was the people who owned these factorles and all, DM,
Read’'s was a beautiful store, As her Ffirst job, my mother
worked in the +tea room, N.M. Read’s had a beautlful tea room,
My mother was head of that tea reom, Noi many people went; Jusi
the peoples who had a lot of money., T used to go there, and every
Kovember they'd have a fair, and my mother and some of the other
plack women whe woerked there would dress up in Japanese cosiumes,
and they'd serve tea, When I would go in there, I'd just be so
proud of my mother.

" DF-B: Were there any cther black women that worked in the tea room?

MI: Yes, two or three of them, And when I was a child, we went
to the "Y," T paid three cents fo take up sewlng, My mother was
always having me take up typlng or sewing or something, and I'd
pay three cents, and we'd walk across the hridge to the "I" to
take sewlng, and go back home., Those have been the things
we went [to}, Bverything -- The entertainment was at the "Y
They had dances at the "Y,” The young pecple went 10 the "¥."
for danges and parties. We had mother-and-daughier banquets.
That sert of thing, where the famlly was more Intact, Children
didn't go off on thelir own,

Dr-Bi And there were agencies to keep that, That's sc greatl,

After the War, were there any great changes after the War?
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MJ: Yes., After the War, people left. I remember whole blocks
of vacant houses. DPeople left, and It changed a great deal,

[#-B: Did you notice after the War that there were now more black
families in Bridgeport that were in need?

Mis No. Well --
DF-B Or jobs were &till -~
M

Yes. After the War, DBut there were other industries, like
laundries, and the people worked 1n those private places.

Then
of oourse people worked in homes, you know, in service,

That
was another thing that kept people working, a lot of pecple

working in BPBridgeport.

DF-B: You mentioned that your father owned a small restaurant.
MT: Well, yes. The restaurant belonged to the automobile company,
but he ran it, It was his; he ran it. TYes.
DF-B:
FAR]

Were there any other black small businessmen ln the area?
Yes, there was a wonderful woman wno was a caterer.

Shs ;
catered for all of the weaithy famlilies, and she and her hushand

startsd this business. Then banguets; and my father was the head
of that, My father would always be like the maitre d' of these
panguets, When I was In high school, or when I was teaching,

we'd have a banquet, and my father was a very handsome man, and

s8¢ I was always very proud of him,

He'd always come up and speak
to us at the tabls,

That was a very wonderful huslness, but
it ended very traglcally.

i
The woman, the lady who -- I don't ‘
think I'd like tc say what happened,

MJs And of course the

doctors.,
DF-B:

Yes, theve were black doctors in the area.
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We had several black doctors who came, The first black
doctor was named Dr, Bradley, and he was a marvelous man.
He 1ived up on Highland Avenue, and he wenit to black and whits,
He had gquite a history of belng a4 very kind man, Then we had
Dr, James, and Dr. McCallunm. We had several black doctors.
and dentlats, Dr. Gibbs, And they did very well,

Where dld you live after you married?

Well -= no -- but before I left Beardsley Street -- I told you
I 1lived there. ¥Wnen I was about fifteen years old -~ I told you
this man, these peoples who were deacons in the Baptist church,
they built a brand new house; we lived in that house, My father
wanted to buy it, but this man who owned it couldn't sell it to
us, becauss we weren't Bapiist, [chuckles] So then my father
decided that he wanted to own the house., (I told you that he
had lots of white friends.,) He had this friend who had just built
a house on 196 Fairview Avenue, not far from 8%, Vincent's Hospial.
30 he said to my father, "I'll sell you the house, Williams."
It was a lovely house, He and my mother was very falr.
Su they went to look at the house, And we bought the house,
But the very next day after we Thought the house, hls wife was
furiocus, hecause thils man had btuilt several houses, and he had
promised that she would live in that house., So he said,
"You'll have to sell it back to me, Willlams." and my father said,
“"No, I'm net going to sell you this house back.” When the peopls
found out -~ they thought my mother was white -~ there was a man
who owned a phonograph place, and he had one of the mortgages on

this house, We haﬁ a friend who worked in that place, and he

said, “"That day there was a whole line of people coming in and
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out, protesting us living on that street," And my
father got the money somehow 1¢ pay the mortgage,.

[end of side one, tape one)

I still own the home; I rent it, and I intend going back

there, I want to sell this house, because we're getiing old,
and I'd love to go back. 3But we've never had any trouble; it's
always been a very nice nelghborhood.

When you got married, you lived

So when I married, my husband somehow got in the Army., He
really was not the age, but he lived in New York, and I gzuess
where he lived, he was probably a desireable person. He went
in the Army, so we lived with my mother and father for several
years, and he commuted back and forth from New York. One day
I met him in Hew York, and he came running in at five o’clock
10 get the train, and I gaid, * you have to come
and live in Bridgeport.”

He had a very, very hard time trying fto get a job in Bridegeport.
He went to many, many places. He had his Master's in chemistiry,
but he just could not get a job. Then hé started work  for the
city, as a chemist at the sewage treatmsni plant, for many, many
years, until he retired,

Now, what gquestlon did you ask? ;

QOkay, I'd like to hear a little bit more about your experiences
as & teacher in 3ridgeport.

Well, ckay.

What was the school system 1ike?

We had a very nice school system, I liked teaching, and

I worked very hard with the children., I correcied all my papers,
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you know, and I trled vexry hard; I tried to teach them to

read, I went to all of the meetingsy T did everything I was
supposed to do., We used to have a teachers’ convention. I
always went to the meetings, We had supervisors: at that time,
we had a general supervisor, then we had supervisors for phys.
ed. and music and things llke that, OCf course when the super-
vigor came, we [teachers] were petrified. I remember the
first time a supervisor came in my room., Her name was Mrs,
Hurley, (Miss Hurley, because nobody got married.,)} She was
tall, and I just fell apart. She would test the children, you
know, It was entirely different. We locked forward to the
supervisors, and if they saw us doing something they didn't like,
they would tell us, and they would remember the nezxt iime, We
tried to correect it,

We had teachers' meetings all the time, and we went to them,
We worked together in the schools. We tock them on trips —-
Just as you do today.

You sald a lot of your children were coming from different
ethnlic backgrounds. Did you have problems with language?

He. You know, when they talk about "bilingual,” I can't
understand it, Because I used to act things osut for them, and
if a child came to my room in, say, September, and he was Itallan
and probatly just came from Italy; I don't know, somehow, by June
they could speak English.

Did you have any of the problems, with thelr parents, not
speaking English?

No, because parenis learned how to speak English, They came

to the meetings; they took active part in the P.T.A, [Parent -
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Teacher Association]; P.T.A. was very, very active, And we
had a meeting every month, and it was active. We had lois of
children who came, who couldn't speak English, Of course, you
know, we had discipline problems too.

I remember the very first day I went to the school, The
children were blg. We always say, they were almost as old as
we were; I don’'t know what had happened to them., Bui they
went to another school, and some protably were discipline prob-
lems. They btrought thlngs to school like rats that they --
We'd have to be very, very strict with them. But most of the
children we had wanted to learn. XNow, some of them couldn't
lsarn, because we didn't have anything about dyslexia or anything
1ike that, and we didn'i know about the eye movements, about
¢hildren., We knew they couldn’t read, and we weren't taught
about those things. But I always found a way of doing, of
trying to teach children.

{ne time I had a boy whe couldn't read, and I did everything
on earin to make him read, and I just couldn't understand why I
couldn’'t teach him to read. So I told my principal --now this
is the only time that I ever had anything unplsasant -- there was
a clinic at Yale [University], and I said, "If he could go to
Yale, maybe he could learn to read." I don't know whether T
made the contact -- she made the contact, because I d4idn't. The
teacher from Yale came, and I think it was the (esell Clinic,
tut I'm not sure, And she would not talk to me. The eighth grade
teacher tock that child fto Yale, to aee if they could find vhy

he gouldn't read., But I never knew that. They never told me

that. I wondered ﬁhy I didn't go, and I guess I wasn't as
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aggressive as I should [have been] to find ocut. But that was

the only tlme, About ten years later, I found ocut. The principal
was —-- called herself -- protecting me, because she didn't want

me to be hurt.

But I went %0 all the hanquets and things. A lot of times I
went, they'd -~ I know one time they were going to have a banguet,
and I had a boyfriend who was a dentist. He had gone to the
Algonguin Club, right here in Bridgeport, to a dental mesting.
Although he stayed, the waiters would never pass anythlng to
him, because he was black., So one day we were going to have a
banguet, our teachers in our schocl, and it was going to be
at the Algonguin Club, I said, "Uh, I'm not going.”™ So my
friend said, "Wny arsn't you guing, Marizn?" I said, "No, I'm
not going.”™ "Tell me ¥hy.” I sald, "I'm not geing to tell you
why.” 8¢ the principal said o her -- because she was my best
friend ~~ "Wnhy won't Marian go o the banguet?” 4And she sald,
"When Marian gets that loock on her, I'm not going to ask her,”
5¢ the principal asked me, and I tcld her. She sald, "Well, we
won't go.” So I went many places, and it [was] the first, Bui
it didn't worry me. I had very good friends, My friends werse
Irish and Jewish and Ttallan and they were latholie, I went to
the synagogue with them, It didn't worry me at all thai I was
the only black.

Wnat grades did you teach?

I taught all grades, All but kindergarten, and eighth, I
started in the third grade. This was ancther thing: ons day,

the principal came to me and sald, "Marian, I would like to

have you go and teach the first grade, I have Miss Congdon
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with me, and she is a third grade teacher." HNow, I hadn't
learned how to fight that, you know.

This was a new teacher coming in?

This was a new teacher coming, and she'd 1like to teach

third grade, And llke a dope, I went and taught Chicken Little,

You know «- [laughs] they were taught Chicken Little in the
first grade, then, And that cured me, HNo one ever, aver asked
me to do anything I didn't want to do. I really taught me a
lesson, And today T see that glrl, and she klsses me and all,
and I don't +think she's consclous of the fact of what happened.

But I taught all grades., I taught seventh to elghth grade
soclal studies, mogt of the time. I loved 1it.

That's what I teach. W¥nlle you were a teacher in the earlier
yvears, were there any regulations as to whether teachers could
be marpied, or --7

Well, yes. During the Depression, the married teachers had
to leave, They had to leave, and then later on they started
back agaln,

They had to leave to glve jobs to  the gingle people,

Yes, to the single people.

What was Bridgeport like during the Depresslon?

How, some of my friends could be telling you. Well, it was
bad, We had rationing, you know, Bui my father was the kind of
2 man -- He always had a Jjob, He didn't have one Job, or iwo
Jobs; he had three jobs. I told you he worked at thiscatering
place, and then he worked in many, many places, But then,

ny father did get out of jobs. . When they closed the Loco-

mebile factory down, my father  was out of a job for a long

ST ML)
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time, Then he did, you know, extra Jjobs.. But then he was the
first black man to work in the jail, on North Avenue., He had
charge of the food in North Avenue, He worked there until he
retired., And he got Mrs, lancaster, whe was a nurse -~ she worked
in there, My Tather and the sheriff were very good frisnds.

And my father liked the people who went to jail, and he was very
kind to then,

Tou know, you've méntloned a lot that your father was involved
in politics, to a degree. Were there any black organizations,
political organizations, clubs?

Well, yes. They weren't black. My father did not belong to
any black organization., He would jeln the white Republicans,

And there was another man who was living -- and he'd go to

the Baptist church. I can't remember his name, but I could

find out. [Hel was with him, and he'd take me o these rallies,
Olaire Boeth Luce was a young woman then. She was Just in pol-
itics; she was beantiful., ¢h, I used to look at her, and hear
her speak. I hecame interested in poliiics; my father talked
about it all the time. But as far as black organizations, there
were none, as far as I can remember,

But black people were Involved in the political system, to
some degree?

They were, but they were sort of reluctant., My father was
on the polls, and there were a couple of other people with him,
who, on election day, were on the pells, But the black people
were reluctant to do things. T zuess ithal's why there aren’t

many black businesses in Bridgeport today., [pauses] OFf course,

then the girls and boys did start geolng o schocl, you know,
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Probably during the War, thelr fathers and mothers saw the
necessity of an education. But ii's very hard, Af there are a
lot of Jjobs around llke there was durlng the War. I guess that's
why they didn't go to school, But then children started going
te scheol, I don't know.
I belong to Les Trieze Business and Professlional
{lub, and that's up to thirty-five years old. I think we have
been a wonderful way of helping these younger -~ plus we've
keen giving these scholarships, all of these years. I think
we had a great deal to do with encouraging black youth to go
to school.
Do you remember when you first noticsd black neighborhoods
in Bridgepori? From some of the things that you have been
saying, I get the feeling that peopls were living pretiy much
all over,
Well, yes., T guess we were about the first to live in
another nelghborhood, you know, to gZo to live -- of course,
black people live all over Bridgeport now. But I think we were
the first black family -~ well, no -— we were probably the first
or second, I had a few frlends who lived in other neighborhoods,
1 remember I had a friend who lived on Jackson Avenue, But I
can’'t remember any other people, But when I used to go back fo
Beardsley Street, where I was born, and then pecple were moving
into it and it was changing. It would break my heart. My friends
started moving away, too} as they began getting good jobs, they

moved away, But I still have friends who live over on the east

side, But they have made the neighborhoods betiter. There are

very nice neighborhoods. Davenport Strest and Wilmont Avenue;
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I have friends wheo live there. 1 dan‘t'know what happened to
Newfield Avenue and Stratford Avenue, When I was a child, I
used to go down and mall a letter, and it was beautiful, Lincoln
Scheol was a lovely schoecl, But then the pecple Jjust came in
and ruined it. I know, I went down Newfleld Avenue one day;

1 sald to my husband, "They’'re even taking the shingles off the
houses.” It’s terrible., I don't know what happened,

You worked in the school system for forty-three yeaxrs,
and you retired. What have you been dolng?

Well, when I retired -- I have a friend, Mrs. Gardiner. She
was very actlve In the "Y," very active, And she was very active
in her church, She went to conventions and all., When I retired,
she Jjust gave me a push intc Churchwomen United., I've been on
the board of Council of Churches. I've worked in "Y," So I've
Jjust been doing a lot of things.

You've remained active,

Yes, And T stilil am active on the Council -- I
was on the Council of Churches for about six years, on the board
and I worksd on that, Then I became active, a president of
Churchwomen United, That has been failrly -~ I'm very Iinterssied
in Churchwomen United. It's kind of zoing down now because
people are gettlng older, and we haven't gotten as many young
people coming into 1t. But the Council of Churches and Church-
women United and the "Y" were my favorlte organizations, I left
the "Y"-- we had a "Y" secretary: I think she’'s borrowed the "Y"
for Bridgeport. But they seem to be getting along nicely now,

Well, before we end this, is there anything else that you'd

like to [say]?

1c 5
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I have friends who live there, I don‘t know what happened to
Newfield Avenue and Stratford Avenue. When I was a child, I
uged to go down and mail a letter, and 1t was beautiful., Lincoln
Behool was a lovely schoel, But then the people just came in
and ruined it, I know, I weni down Newflield Avenue one days;

I said to my husband, “"They're sven taking the shingles off the
houses.” It's terrible., I don't know what happened.

You worked in the school system for forty-three years,
and you reiired, What have you been dolng?

Well, when I retired -- I have a friend, Mrs. Gardiner. ©5he
was very active in the "Y," very active., And she was very active
in her church. 8he went to conventions and all, WUhen I retired,
she Just gave me a push inio Churchwomen United. I've been on
the board of Council of Churches. I've worked in "Y," Seo I've
Jjust been doing a loi of things.

You've remained active,

Yes, And I still am active on the Council -- 1
was on the Council of Churches for about six years, on the board
and I worked on that., Then I becams active, a president of
Churchwomen United, That has been fairly —- I'm very Interested
in Churchwomen {United. It's kind of going down now because
people are getting older, and we haven't goiten as many young
people coming into i1t, But the Council of Churches and Church-
women United and the "Y" were my favoriie organlzations, I left
the "Y"-- w& had a "Y" secretary; I think she's horrowed the "Y"
for Bridgeport. But ithey sesm to be gettlng along nicely now.

Well, before we end this, is there anything else that you'd

like to [say]?
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I hope T haven't been itoo redundant, I Just think that I
wish Bridgeport could change, It breaks my gas%'to go ses Main
Sireet, and see the things that are happening in Bridgeport., I
Just wish we had strong black organizations which could do some-
thing about i%t. Now, the N.A.A.C.P. was very actlve., They did
a great deal. Mrs. Anderson was a wonderful presidént; Mr, Lan~
caster was a wonderful president, But lately, they jost can't —-
The peopls don't support them, and that's a very, very bad thing.

Were you involved with the N.A.A.C,P.?

No, I've never been involved in the N,A.A.C.FP., for some
reason, 1 don't know why., But I've been invelved in thess
other things, I'd say. But I wish the young pesple would take
advantage, and Insplre the young people of Bridgeport. And I
think the churches should take a better -~ I'm disappointed in
the churches, In my church., I wish there was some way of
teaching these young people how to be parents. You know, That's
a terrible thing. Young people, they don't know how to be
parents. 1 pray all the time, if they don't know how to be
parents, let's some organization teach them. Leit the church do
something about it., I think the churches should be more active,
because Bridgeport has sort of gone down. They need young people
who would insplre other people, They need churches who would
Insplre, They need some kind of an actlve organization, like
¥,A,AC,P.

Well, I think listening to people llke yvourself would be an
inspiration to many of our young people.

Well, I've worked all my life in the "Y,” All my life, since

I was fifteen yeafs old, I've worked in some organizatlon, But

LR Sl
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now that I'm older, you know, I don't go out at night, and I
don't feel that I should, I'm still very active in

Do you know about les Triezes?

DF-2B: Tes, I do, But I haven't --
s Would you like to be a member? [laughs] |
DF-B: [laughs] Not right now; it's a little difficult, 3But I

thank you very much, Mrs., Jennings. This is very nice,

End of Interview

o m e




